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• While studying as an exchange student at 

Okayama University, I studied about immigration in 

Japan

• I noticed that Immigration Policy continuously 

changes in the U.S. & Japan

• As a U.S. citizen, I have a vested interest in U.S. 

immigration policies as a social issue

• Would like to pursue what college students think 

about immigration policies that permit/refuse entry 

in the US and Japan



1. How aware are college students of current 

immigration policies in the U.S. and Japan?

2. What are college students’ opinions of 

immigration policies and what influences them?



Outline

•History of Immigration Policy I. (1700 – 1918)

•History of Immigration Policy II. (1939 – 1954)

•Current Immigration Policy I. (1960 – Present)

•Current Immigration Policy II. (Visa Program)

•Education on Immigration Policy

•Sources of Influence I. (News Sources & Family)

•Sources of Influence II (Social Networking & Peers)



(Mallaby, 1998; U.S. Immigration Before, 1965)

Immigration 

Policy in the 

1800’s

Immigration 

Policy in 

World War I

First official 

immigration 

policy

Japan
Commodore Matthew 

Perry (US) forced Japan 

to open its borders in 

1853

United States
Importation of slaves 

was prohibited

Japan
Worker immigrants 

were brought into 

Japan for heavy 

labor

Immigration 

increase

United States
Mass immigration led 

to new restrictions and 

processes required for 

entrance to the 

country



Immigration 

Policy in 

Post World 

War II

Immigration 

Policy in 

World War II

Japan
Worker immigrants and 

their families were 

considered and treated as 

foreigners

New sets of 

rules and 

regulations 

placed on 

immigrants

United States
The Immigration and 

Naturalization service 

started fingerprinting, 

increased border control 

and internment camps

Japan
In 1952, the Immigration 

Control Law was formed, 

based off US immigration 

law

United States
In 1954, Operation 

Wetback illegally 

deported Mexican 

migrant workers

New regulations 

on immigration

(Mallaby, 1998; U.S. Immigration Before, 1965)



Immigration Control and Refugee 
Recognition Act (Japan)

Lists the standards of which 
immigrants must meet to 
enter as immigrants or 

refugees

(Chung, 2010; DeSipio & de la Garza, 2015;日本法令外国語訳データベースシステム)

Immigration Reform and Control Act 
(IRCA) (United States)

Dictates the standards 
under which immigrants 
may enter the country

• Both of these policies are the underlying basis of Immigration 
Policy. 

• They are similar, as one took after the other, but they focus on 
different perspectives of immigrants that may/not be permitted 
to enter



Visa Exemption Arrangements 
(Japan)

This exemption applies 
differently to people from 

different countries

Example: citizens from U.S. 
may visit for 90 days, but 

citizens of Indonesia may only 
visit for 15 days

Visa Waiver Program (United States)

People from countries that the 
U.S. has made agreements 

with may enter without a visa 
for 90 days without a visa

• Grants citizens of certain countries temporary visitation to the 
country without a visa

(Chung, 2010; DeSipio & de la Garza, 2015;日本法令外国語訳データベースシステム)



Japan
• No discussions of Japan’s 

immigration policy in schools

• Only a few points are taught 

about migration, but not Japan’s 

immigration policies

United States
• Teaching of immigration policy is 

limited to small discussions of the 

topic as a social issue

• Teaching materials available from 

the Immigration Policy Center in 

joint with the American 

Immigration Council

(Pathways to America: Teaching about Immigration; An Educator's Guide to the 

Immigration Debate; Lesson Plans;中学校 社会科のしおり 2013)



(Imamura, 1990;  Hoffman 2012)

News debates in Japan

Is Japan a land for 
Japanese only?

• Very little to no communication between 

family members regarding political & 

social issues

News debates in United States

A country at the front of 
immigration reform

• Building a wall to refuse Mexican 

immigrants

• Whether to admit Syrian refugees 

or not

Family influence in Japan

• Immigration increases the workforce but 

it takes jobs away from native Japanese

• Immigration diversifies the country, but 

Japan is a homogeneous country

• Immigration brings tourism and economic 

benefits

• More open conversations between 

family members regarding political 

& social issues

Family influence in United States



(Imamura, 1990;  Hoffman 2012)

Social Networking

• In both countries, social 

networking connects people all 

across the globe

• This setting allows people to 

share different opinions and ideas 

that creates dialogue

• Example: The use of a hashtag to 

drive attention for a cause or 

social issue

• This form of opinion sharing is 

more popular in the United States 

than in Japan

Peers

• “Peer Pressure” is common 

amongst social groups, where 

sharing the same opinion 

creates a sense of togetherness

• Except in Academic circles, 

peers do not talk often if at all 

about Immigration Policy and 

their opinions



Research Participants
• 66 College Students

• 27 American Students

• 16 female college students

• 9 male college students

• 2 non-binary college students

• 39 Japanese Students

• 25 female college students

• 14 male college students

Research instruments
• Online Survey using Google Form

• Survey in English

• Survey in Japanese

http://goo.gl/forms/0wVPXAXmjjxH3L2z1
http://goo.gl/forms/UsSknNum1O9wCWSr1




82% of Japanese and 63% of Americans responded 

that they know the difference.

Japanese Americans



20% of Japanese and 26% of Americans responded 

that they know this policy

Japanese Americans



31% of Japanese and 48% of Americans responded 

that they know about this visa program.

Japanese Americans



84% of Japanese students and all of the American 

students said that they know about what a visa is

日本人 アメリカ人



• The majority of Japanese students know the difference 

among immigrants, refugees and asylees

• The Americans who said they know the differences are

about 20% lower than Japanese

• Respondents are unaware of the policies and laws, and 

what they require of immigrants to enter the country





Both 

Japanese

and American

participants 

chose 

government 

office or 

website as 

the best 

resource.



Both 

Japanese

and 

American

respondents 

chose 

government 

office or 

website as 

the best 

resource.



56% of Japanese and 71% of Americans respondents said they agreed 
that “increasing the workforce” should be a focus

Japanese Americans



Japanese Americans

46% of Japanese and 8% of Americans respondents said they agreed 
that immigrants from certain areas should be limited 



13% of Japanese and 97% of Americans respondents agreed that “NOT 

rejecting immigrants based on religious background” should be a focus

Japanese Americans



Both Japanese and Americans chose news sources as the 

biggest influence on what they know about immigration policy



Social Networking influences 62% of Japanese and 44% of Americans in their opinions

For Japanese, College Instructor/Professor’s opinion is the top influence

For Americans, social networks is the top influence on their opinion of immigration policy

Japanese Americans



• When faced with important questions about immigration policy, most

American and Japanese students will go to a reliable/original sources, 

such as a government office/website

• Japanese learned the most from news and secondly college 

instructor/professors, while Americans learned most from news and 

secondly family and college instructor/professors

• Japanese students’ opinions are influenced by college 

instructor/professors the most while Americans are influenced by social 

networks the most

• Japanese disagreed that immigration policy should focus on not 

discriminating based on religious background, while the majority of 

Americans agreed that this should be a focus of immigration policy



• Both groups did not know about Immigration Policy or Visa 

Program, education is needed from Middle School and High 

School level

• Japanese students’ opinions of immigration policy are 

influenced by college instructor/professors, while Americans

are influenced by social networks, so they need an education 

on how to decide on and obtain reliable information about 

immigration policies

• American students have a strong opinion about policies 

regarding religion; the higher population of immigrants in 

America has an influence on the sources that American 

Students learn from and are affected by

• Japanese students’ opinions of this are weaker; this is likely 

due to the fact that Japan is a homogeneous country



• Geographical limitations

• The majority of American respondents involved were from 

California universities only, whereas the data may be different if 

universities from other states were included

• A small number of participants makes the results difficult to 

generalize across the demographic

• Sensitivity of the topic

• Immigration and immigration policies are a sensitive topic for both 

groups

• Students may have felt uncomfortable expressing their true feelings

• Explore this issue on a grander scale

• Stretch the reach of the survey to college campuses across the 

United States and Japan, comparing a wider population

• Survey and compare opinions of various groups of people across 

gender, race, religion, etc.
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